
THE DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE 
Titus 2:1 But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine: 

Study 44 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Tonight we will discuss THE LORD’S SUPPER as it is taught in the Scriptures.   
 

1) THE LORD’S SUPPER WAS INSTITUTED AT THE LAST SUPPER. 
Luke 22:7 ¶ Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed. 
 8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may eat. 
 9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? 
 10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a 
pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in. 
 11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 
 12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make ready. 
 13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 
 14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. 
 15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: 
 16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 
 17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among yourselves: 
 18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 
 19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 
 20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for 
you. 
 

2) WE ARE TO OBSERVE THE LORD’S SUPPER OFTEN. 
1 Corinthians 11:20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper. 
 21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
 22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that 
have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 
 23 ¶ For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night 
in which he was betrayed took bread: 
 24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of me. 
 25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. 
 27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord. 
 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body. 
 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world. 
 33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. 
 34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest 
will I set in order when I come. 
 

3) WHEN OBSERVING THE LORD’S SUPPER WE ARE ADMONISHED TO FIRST 
EXAMINE OURSELVES. 
1 Corinthians 11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 
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 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 
 29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the 
Lord's body. 
 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
 

We need to be worthy to partake in the Lord’s Supper.  There are three basic qualifications 
based on the example of the apostles except for Judas Iscariot. 
 

 A) Saved    B) Baptized    C) Right with God 
 

This is so we can observe the Lord’s supper in the right heart attitude and the right frame of 
mind. 
 

4) IF WE DISRESPECT THE LORD’S SUPPER, WE MAY BE PHYSICALLY CHAS-
TENED. 
1 Corinthians 11:29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body. 
 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
 

5) THE LORD’S SUPPER WAS ESTABLISHED TO REFLECT ON THE LORD’S 
DEATH ON THE CROSS. 
1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he 
come. 
 

John 19:1 ¶ Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 
 2 And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a purple robe, 
 3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. 
 4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know 
that I find no fault in him. 
 5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Be-
hold the man! 
 6 When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pi-
late saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 
 7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of 
God. 
 8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 
 9 And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave him no an-
swer. 
 10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, 
and have power to release thee? 
 11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: 
therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 
 12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this man go, 
thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. 
 13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judgment seat in a 
place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
 14 And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold 
your King! 
 15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your 
King? The chief priests answered, We have no king but Caesar. 
 16 ¶ Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away. 
 17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew 
Golgotha: 
 18 Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 
 19 ¶ And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 
 20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it 
was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 
 21 Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am 
King of the Jews. 
 22 Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 
 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier 



a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 
 24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast 
lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 
 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and 
Mary Magdalene. 
 26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his moth-
er, Woman, behold thy son! 
 27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own 
home. 
 28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, 
I thirst. 
 29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, 
and put it to his mouth. 
 30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghost. 
 31 ¶ The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on 
the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and 
that they might be taken away. 
 32 Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 
 33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 
 34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 
 35 And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might be-
lieve. 
 

6) UNLEAVENED BREAD SHOULD BE USED TO REPRESENT THE BODY OF JE-
SUS. 
Matthew 26:17 ¶ Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto 
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover? 
 18 And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will 
keep the passover at thy house with my disciples. 
 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover. 
 20 Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 
 21 And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 
 22 And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I? 
 23 And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. 
 24  The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! 
it had been good for that man if he had not been born. 
 25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said. 
 26 ¶ And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and 
said, Take, eat; this is my body. 
 27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; 
 28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
 29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 
with you in my Father's kingdom. 
 30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 
 7 ¶ Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us: 
 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 

Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 
 

7) GRAPE JUICE IS BEST TO USE TO REPRESENT THE BLOOD OF JESUS. 
Matthew 26:29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I 
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 
 

Mark 14:25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new 
in the kingdom of God. 
 



Luke 22:18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 
 

Proverbs 20:1 ¶ Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise. 
 

8) THE BIBLE DOESN’T TEACH THE POSITION OF CLOSED COMMUNION. 
Closed communion means that only church members are allowed to participate in the Lord’s 
supper.  People who believe this say that any non church members are not allowed to partici-
pate.  They make a big deal about this teaching.  Some will even refuse to be in a church that 
doesn’t hold to closed communion positions. 
 

I think this is an extreme position and not founded on any clear passage of the Scriptures. 


